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It’s now cheaper to print color figures in KI
Have you been concerned in the past about the cost of print-
ing color figures in Kidney International (KI)? KI has listened 
to your concerns and is now offering permanently reduced 
pricing for color figures—a flat fee of $500 per printed page, 
no matter how many color figures are on a page. This pricing 
is more affordable for authors and competitive with other top 
scientific journals. We want to make it easier for authors to 
publish the color figures that demonstrate important scien-
tific findings, and our new pricing reflects our commitment to 
achieving this goal.
Proteasome  
inhibitor–based 
therapy for antibody-
mediated rejection
Donor-specific antibodies (DSAs) 
impair long-term renal graft survival. 
Currently available treatments for anti-
body-mediated rejection (AMR) such 
as plasmapheresis, intravenous immu-
noglobulin, and lymphocyte-depleting 
antibodies do not target the mature 
plasma cells that produce DSAs. Pro-
teasome inhibitors have proven effective 
in depleting pathogenic plasma cells in 
diseases, including multiple myeloma. 
In this issue, Walsh et al. review the 
physiologic mechanisms by which pro-
teasome inhibitors deplete plasma cells 
and the evidence supporting the efficacy 
of these medications in treating patients 
with AMR. Since proteasome inhibitors 
are being used for an increasing num-
ber of diseases frequently encountered 
by nephrologists, this Review is timely 
for transplant and general nephrologists 
alike. See page 1067.
Dialysis outcomes  
and analysis of 
practice patterns 
suggest that dialysis 
schedule affects day-
of-week mortality
Previous smaller studies have related the 
risk of death of hemodialysis patients 
to the interdialytic interval. Zhang et al. 
analyzed Dialysis Outcomes and Prac-
tice Patterns Study (DOPPS) data on 
22,163 hemodialysis patients from the 
United States, Europe, and Japan. The 
study focused on the association between 
dialysis schedule and day of the week of 
all-cause, cardiovascular, and non-cardi-
ovascular mortality. In all three regions, 
patients on a Monday–Wednesday–Fri-
day (MWF) schedule had elevated all-
cause mortality on Mondays, and those 
on a Tuesday–Thursday–Saturday (TTS) 
schedule had increased risk of mortality 
on Tuesdays. Thus, future studies are 
needed to evaluate the influence of prac-
tice patterns on schedule-specific mortal-
ity and factors that could modulate this 
effect. See page 1108.
Mechanisms of the 
proteinuria induced 
by Rho GTPases
The Rho family of small GTPases con-
tributes to the maintenance of glomerular 
filtration barrier integrity by podocytes. 
Now, Wang et al. demonstrate that it is 
the balance of the Rho GTPases that is 
responsible for maintaining that integ-
rity, as both their overexpression and 
their decrease caused albuminuria and 
foot process effacement. The mecha-
nisms of these adverse effects appeared to 
be different, as only active V14 Rho pro-
moted podocyte apoptosis and decreased 
endogenous Rho A levels. In contrast, the 
dominant-negative N19 Rho caused a loss 
of podocyte stress fibers but did not cause 
podocyte apoptosis. The study’s findings 
suggest that Rho A plays an important 
role in maintaining the integrity of the 
glomerular filtration barrier under basal 
conditions, but enhancement of Rho 
A activity above basal levels promotes 
podocyte injury. See page 1075.
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